2 The authors state flatly that the series solution (8) and (9) for the problem posed in their paper converges in the regions indicated. This claim is not apparent from the form of the series solution given in the paper under discussion. Neither does the reference given to an earlier paper by the same authors provide a proof of the convergence of the aforementioned series. Perhaps the authors would care to elaborate on the question of convergence in the present discussion.
There is another question relative to the statement in the paper on Page 402. It says that the velocity potential due to motions of cylinder j alone, with all other cylinders stationary, denoted by <j>j(rj,0j) must satisfy
whose solution has the form
However, this statement is true only if appropriate boundary conditions are imposed written in the form dtf.,-1 2 The paper is written with the purpose of drawing attention to the fact that the routine application of Saint-Venant's principle in the solution of elasticity problems involving highly anisotropic or composite materials is not justified in general. However this fact has been emphasized, for anisotropic as well as for isotropic case, in several papers and most recently in the Brief Note [l] 3 and the subsequent Discussion. We will mention only the following two statements: 1 (Koiter, reference [1, p. 358]) "It should be borne in mind that the deflections of beams are sensitive to the actual support conditions as well as to the load distribution over the cross section, neither of which is normally known exactly. An extreme accuracy of deflection calculations under idealized loading and support conditions seems therefore hardly meaningful from the engineering point of view." 2 (reference [1, p. 359]) "... it is senseless to refine the differential equations of beam theory if it is not possible to specify the boundary conditions in more detail than in elementary beam theory."
It appears from the foregoing that the paper under discussion should appropriately be classified as a Brief Note which presents a specific solution of technical interest in mechanics but which does not contain general methods or results.
